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ster's political writings were marked by a
largeness of conception and a clear under-
standing of national lines which redeem
them from insignificance. They had their
influence upon his contemporaries, yet they
were, after all, ephemeral. Had he concen-
trated his powers upon political themes, it
is not impossible that he should have been
a journalist, for instance, of influence and
even celebrity. But there was a weakness
on this side. He did not bring to the discus-
sion of great public questions that weight
of learning and breadth of argument which
will sustain political writings when the
immediate occasion has passed. Whether
writing pamphlets or newspaper articles,
he was essentially a writer of the day, of
importance in pressing home arguments
calling for immediate results, but lacking
the art of literature and the commanding
thought of a statesman. He had a true sen-
timent in polities, and he was able also to
see practical issues clearly; but his mind was
analytical rather than constructive, and his
restlessness of life was indicative of a cer-
tain instability of temper which kept him
uneasily employed about many things rather